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Predator fish that anglers 
love central in water wars 


BY RYAN SABALOW 
rsabalow@sacbee.com 


In California’s never-ending 
water and fish wars, the striped 
bass doesn’t get nearly the pub- 
licity as its celebrity counter- 
parts, the endangered Chinook 
salmon and Delta smelt. 

Yet the striped bass is at the 
heart of a protracted fight over 


California’s water supply, 140 
years after the hard-fighting 
fish, beloved by anglers, was 
introduced here from the East 
Coast. 

Wealthy agricultural and 
Southern California urban water 
interests, tired of seeing their 
Central Valley water supplies 
reduced to protect native fish, 
have been quietly waging a war 
against the bass because they 


prey on hatchling salmon and 
adult smelt. They’ve repeatedly 
tried to introduce legislation or 
change regulations that would 
reduce the numbers of striped 
bass from the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta. 

Time and again, though, their 
efforts have been thwarted by 
opposition from sport fishing 
associations and fisheries scien- 
tists who say the fish that an- 


glers call “stripers” are being 
used as a “scapefish” to deflect 
attention from the profound 
ecological problems caused by 
too much water getting pumped 
from Central Valley rivers to 
farms and cities. 

These battles show no signs 
of ending. And the latest fight is 
underway. 

Next month, the five-member 
California Fish and Game 


Commission could decide to 
remove a decades-old state 
policy that sought to dramat- 
ically increase the numbers of 
striped bass to benefit the fish- 
ing industry. 

The vote comes after years of 
lobbying from farming groups 
and urban water associations 
that have sought to reduce the 
numbers of hungry striped bass 
to benefit salmon and smelt. 

They argue that with fewer 
stripers eating endangered fish, 
regulators wouldn’t impose 
nearly as many restrictions on 
the massive Delta pumping 
stations that send farms and 
south state cities water. As it 
stands now, the pumps are often 
throttled back at key times of 
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Bolton 
book adds 
pressure 
for Trump 
defenders 


BY ERIC TUCKER, ZEKE MILLER 
AND LISA MASCARO 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 

Pressure increased Monday 
on senators to call John Bolton 
to testify at President Donald 
Trump’s impeachment trial 
even as defense lawyers 
brushed past extraordinary new 
allegations from Trump’s form- 
er national security adviser and 
made legal and historical argu- 
ments for acquittal. 

The president’s legal team 
resumed its pre- 
sentation as Re- 
publicans grap- 
pled with claims 
in a forthcoming 
book from Bolton 
that undercut a 
key defense argu- 


John ment - that 
Bolton Trump never tied 
withholding mil- 


itary aid to Ukraine to his de- 
mand the country help investi- 
gate political rival Joe Biden. 

The attorneys did not make 
any direct reference to revela- 
tions about Bolton’s book draft 
as they opened arguments, 
though one did appear to take 
an oblique swipe. 

“We deal with transcript evi- 
dence, we deal with publicly 
available information,” said 
attorney Jay Sekulow. “We do 
not deal with speculation, alle- 
gations that are not based on 
evidentiary standards at all.” 

The president’s lawyers ar- 
gued that Trump had legitimate 
reason to be concerned about 
Ukraine and, in any event, ulti- 
mately released the aid without 
the country committing to in- 
vestigations the president want- 
ed. Democrats say Trump did so 
only after a whistleblower sub- 
mitted a complaint about the 
episode. 

The lawyers also defended 
the actions of Rudy Giuliani, the 
president’s personal lawyer 
whose efforts pressing for the 
Biden investigation helped lead 
to the firing of the American 
ambassador to Ukraine. And 
they attacked the business deal- 
ings of Hunter Biden, who sat 
on the board of a Ukraine gas 
company at the same time his 
father was vice president, as 
they made the case that Trump 
was right to seek an investiga- 
tion. 

Ken Starr, the former inde- 
pendent counsel whose investi- 
gation into President Bill Clin- 
ton resulted in his impeach- 
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California could become ‘no-kill 
state’ for adoptable animals 


BY ANDREW SHEELER 
asheeler@sachbee.com 


Gov. Gavin Newsom wants 
the Golden State to become a 
“no-kill state,” ending the 
euthanasia of adoptable and 
treatable animals for good in 
shelters from Yreka to Chula 
Vista. 

He’s dedicating $50 million 
in his 2020-21 state budget 
proposal to figure out how to 
achieve his goal. 

The money, to be adminis- 
tered by the UC Davis Koret 
Shelter Medicine Program, is 
intended to pay for a grant 
program that over five years 
would “help local communi- 
ties achieve the state’s policy 
goal that no adoptable or treat- 
able dog or cat should be euth- 
anized,” according to the bud- 
get summary. 

California shelters for years 
have been working to lower 
their kill rates. 

Sacramento County 
euthanized nearly 900 dogs 
and cats in 2019, according to 
county statistics, down from 
more than 4,000 in 2016. 

That year, Fresno County 
euthanized more than 14,500 
dogs and cats. That marked a 
downward trend for the coun- 
ty, which in 2012 euthanized 


more than 26,400 dogs and 
cats. 


its euthanasia numbers as 
well. In fiscal year 2018-19, 
the county euthanized just 
under 2,300 animals, com- 
pared to more than 5,000 


Stanislaus County decreased 
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This kitten is ready to be adopted at the Sacramento SPCA on Jan 21. Gov. Gavin Newsom’s budget proposal includes $50 million to 
help fund a program to make California a “no-kill state,” where healthy and adoptable animals are never euthanized. 


euthanized in fiscal year 2017- 


18. 

Statewide, California 
euthanized more than 
150,000 dogs and cats in 


2016, the most recent year in 
which California Department 


of Public Health data for all 
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Veterinarian Dina Allison, right, and veterinary assistant Sara Twitchell examine a cat at the 
Sacramento SPCA on Jan. 21. Sacramento County euthanized nearly 900 dogs and cats in 2019. 


counties is available. 
Advocates believe they can 
get the numbers even lower. 
“This is something that I’ve 
been thinking about nonstop 
for the last 20 years,” said 
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